nr. LUwshaw C, soentley
Clarhe County Attaraey
Post Office sox 1744

Athens, Georgila 3046061

a3l ¥Yx. Lencley:

“his is in raference te tha application of
Clarke County for approval of fet. Uo. 257 of the Genaral
Assenbly of Georgia whicn changes Lha mathod of selaection
of tihs wembers of the Clarxe County foard of zducation and
providaus for coducation digtricts, submittod to the Attorncy
vencral parsuant to Section H of the Voting Rights Act.

I have carafully cxaminod the data you and €ne
Clarke Lounty officinls have furniszhed, as well as tho
informatiun gatiares Ly ey staff. wWhlle I understany
the complexitics involved in drafting a wlan such as
tihls, ¥ feel constrained to objuct on behalf of the
Attornev General to the implemagntation of €his subwaigsicon,
e avallable pepulation statiatdes reflect that the auu-
cation dlsctrices called for Ly the Act gubstaatially
naviate from the "cne-man, onc-vote” rcuulraments applied
ny tha Huprene Court ia Al.utbtric« v. Pricslex, 394 U.i.
526 (19C9). Tne five districts in Athens aprear to be
sunstantially undar ropcesented, Wwhile the dhree outside
of Auhens are uver raprescnted. Morecver, availahle sta-
tistical inforamation {ndicatez thov the .opulacion Jis-
parity Lotween Districe 1, the most acavily black ia the
County, and Dlgtrict & is over 29%. Census Turesu
statistics also ahow that the districts with the largest
white population majorities are the ones which are most
wver rch;qcntc“, Thus, tio deviation from Xirhpatrick
requizemants has not only oune-man, one-vote effects) hut
also im;lic1c zac;al gffcct as woll.

In sdgicinan, it has heen allcged Ly some Clarke
County residenta cihat tie plaa’s reduction af the sisc of
tra foard froa 2livien to elagnt wemboers ond the Consagunnt
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division O0f tae County ianto cdignt, rather than eloven
districts, unnecessarily reduces the potential for ef-
fecotive policical participation by black citizens in

tie proposed districta. Alcthough available facts arc
inconcluzive with respect to such allegations, wiheaon
comblined with the population cisparities dascriinad
above, we arc unasle to conclude, as we must ander the
Voting Righty Act, thet the plan does act have a racial-
ly Jdiscrikinatory eifoct.

shiould you wishh to subwit an alternative plan
or additional laformation concerning the education dis-
tricts as preseatly drawn, the Attoracy Gonexal will
give the matter prompt and caraful consideration. I
ar enclosing for your information proposad guidelines
which gcocnerally describe the Repartaont'y eaforcenaat
proceduras uwndor Section 5 of tha Voting Righta Act.
0f courss, as provided by 3sction S5 of the Voting Righrs
Act Qf 1965, you have the aliternative of instituting an
action in tho United States Diastrict Caourt for the Diu-
trict of Columbiia aeﬂking a judgment declaring that tic
present subkission Aoces not have the effect of danyiab
or abridging the riant to vote or to cast an eifactiv
hallot on acgouni of race ar color. ——
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Sincerely,

.~ DAVID L. KORMAN
Acting Assistant Attorney Gencral
Clvil nignts Division
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